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frer banning a permanent slave class among Israelites —
that every Israelite servant must be emancipated on the
the Torah offers its reason: “For the children of Israel are
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servants (avadim) unto Me, they are My servants” (Leviticus 25:55). : %Uu 2 O
The title “eved” or “servant” is obviously meant in an honorific ‘ ‘-/(,p 2 b ;
sense, Thus, the highest encomium that the Bible offers for Moses, 'p.»\o 7 -

that most superior of all prophets and human is, “Moshe eved Hashem,” |

“Moses the servant of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 34:5).

There is also another description of man’s relationship to God
used by the Torah: “You are banim, sons (or children) to the Lord your |

{ God” (Deuteronomy 14:1). So we have an interesting biblical typology:

ben and eved, son and Servant, two symbols or archetypes of the reli-
gious personality. '

Unquestionably, in one sense eved (servant) is superior to
ben (sonz. “Servant” indicates one who has no natural relationship,

G but has com

e to his master-father from without. The eved of the T.ord
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matter, but also with ahiava, with inner feeling and total commitment as

L]
@ Orthodox Jews approach their Judaism not exclusively as a communal
2/

a supreme personal way of life which demands warmth and love.

f And at least for Modern Orthodox Jews, for most of them and

for most of the tine, although not for all of them all the time, we have

learned how to view other, recalcitrant Jews as banim and not asavrdiy.

We may be distressed at their non-observance and their lack of religion,

but we recognize the

cchildy 10d, and therefore as our broth-

ers and our sisters. And we shall not give up on them!
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